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1, The Secratary of Agriculture did mot refuse Lo suspernd the staind
uses on food crops for bumesn conswaption wnad nonliquid formuslstions arcund
the home and in re¢raation areas-«he decided that the milder couree of
action of cancellagion of some of these uees helter perved the besi interests
o€ the genexal public, end thet it would sdequsately protect the heslth and
best interests of ssch and every individuul involved. He did suspend cexkein
other uses, not hecause these other uses presguted s sigoificont dsager, but
because the evidance that these suspended uses ware sasfe wos not ag substautiated
a8 that supporting the safety of the cencelled uzes, His actious are supporied

by substantisl evidence on the record 38 2 whole,
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2. The Secretary's netion was neither arbicvary nor cepricious., It
wos not an abuss of discretion, and was vof done withbout a ratlonel basis,
¥iret, actcmﬁists advised biw that 2,4,57 had terstugeanic effecte on certsin
sensitive streing of small rodents when the 2,4,57 war fed or injected ot
vglatively lavge dossgor. Next, this finding had to be modified when it
wos discovared by othar sclentists that the 2,4,5-T uzed for the tests
wag grossly contsmissted with a diowin., Thixd, edditionsl tests with

FPey .y Py
2,5,5+7 containing very low isvels of dlexin often felled vo ,J.ndu}teratuganie
i Catatne AT B trencear :
effects It small rodents, but spparently W—aaum_mhm in a few
A v
of the rodente whon fod 2t dossges of 100 mg/kg of live weight to pregoant

femslee in sensicive stages. Now, it muek he recognized thei the dekager
apparently sasocizted with Jucresses in walfommed fetuses were approaching
the level that would be lethal to the pregmant rodents. Meny chemicals,
inclvding the essential vitamim A, sre terstogenic vhon edministered zuch
togic dosages, Furthev, It has bgen estzblished thot DMEO, & carrier used
in sdministering the 2,454,517 in sowe of the tests, i in iteelf tevatogenic,
The most that could be Jogicelly concwded frow these dota ie thet 2,4,.5%
contalaing o8 much as 27 ppm of dioxin wight present & bamsrd to huwen haecslth,
However, those same date algo Indicste that such o hemoard, even Lf 1t existed
at ull, was extrewmely winurs snd that the probabllity of & femele of the
huzon vece aver belng exposed while in sepsitive stages of pragnancy, to
sigotficent levels of 2,4,5+T containing trace suounts of dioxin wax is
sstivmaly cemcte. On the other hund, 1t 1s well entabliched that inodequate
smounts of food durving many nteges of pregnsncy Frequently induce bevatopenic

effects In test sndmslsn, sgd in humons. The herbicide 2,4,5T i8 one of
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the chemicals which has prestly incressed food production throughout such
uwf the woxld, This has vet only made move food evallable, et has helped
Lo oake At gvailable at o prics within the resch of wost humana,

The Secvetary's deciziou provided protectinn im thowas sreus vhera
éantrol over hurmn exposure wed lesst and permitted the continustion, for
a lindted period, of essantial uces of 2,4 5% in situations where chances
of demsge to husep heskth were so remore that they could be put into about
the somd cabtegory as belng watep by a tigar on the plaing of Kanses,

Thin action provides both edequate protection fur people and time for

addicional study ss warvanted,
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4. ‘The Secretary ¢id not fail to properly apply his own definition
of imainent hazard when he decided that theve existed no serfous euergency
from the use of 2,4,5-T o fuod crops. Moxa :than 24 yoers of continuous
uss without cne cese of decunsated injury to a husen from earing food from
crope traated with 2,4,54T ic smple avidenca-gf the soundness of his
dgoision, But bis supvortiné evidence iz by ue means restticted to this

unscientific, but nevertheless welid, fact,
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